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Greetings, BITSians. It’s that time of the year, when a very distinguished 
group selects a chosen few absolutely eminent BITSians for the Distinguished 
Alumnus Awards. I am happy that we could select eleven stellar individuals 
this year which is an increase from the eight we chose last year. It is a sheer 
joy to see every alternate day news items highlighting BITSian achievers in 
different walks of life across the globe. 
Ever since BITS was recognized as an “Institute of Eminence”, the task ahead 
has been challenging. We are fortunate to receive the active support of all 
stakeholders and especially the astute compassion from you all which has 
helped us progress well in our journey towards excellence. During the last two 
years, the alumni support base has expanded perceptively. The institute Alum-
ni Relations team must continue do better to connect more effectively with the 
Alumni across chapters and continents. The results of some of the efforts such 
as Naming Right Policy, Data base up-dation and management, BITS ECHO – 
the newsletter, various meets on campus and different chapters, drive towards 
research endowment fund that was launched with first commitment by  gener-
ous seed support of Prashant and Anuradha Palakurthi, Delhi chapter along 

with BITSAA International taking a lead to launch a mega campaign for Alumni Convention Centre in Pilani campus etc. 
have started building closer and warmer engagements with you all.  
We hosted the first BITSian Defence Services Veterans Meet in April 2019. There has been great enthusiasm amongst 
them to connect the institute with defense related research initiatives and contributing to teaching specific modules in 
emerging areas in the field of management.  
We look forward to meet you all in the 4th BGM to be held in our Goa campus in January 2020. 
 

Prof. Souvik Bhattacharyya 
Vice Chancellor 

  ECHO  
BITS  

       BITS Echo is a great initiative to bring the latest news from all campuses to 
alumni across the world. I am also excited to see stronger engagement, collabo-
ration and partnership with alumni community over the years. Engage Alumni 
Meetups,  Naming Rights for alumni donations, Alumni Relations Cell across all 
BITS campuses, engagement with BITSAA chapters are all great initiatives to 
build well connected and highly engaged alumni network.   
 Together, we can build the best network in the world! To that effort, the 4th edi-
tion of BITSAA Global Meet (BGM) is coming up, hosted in Goa Campus from 
Jan 17-19, 2020 (www.bitsaaglobalmeet.org). On behalf of the BGM organizing 
committee, I invite you all to join us in Goa and make it the best BGM ever0!  
 

    Ms Sherin Kurian   
Chief Executive Officer & Trustee 

BITSAA International  

 

https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/alumni
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REUNION  

Nostalgia Runs High  
     @ 

1st Defence Officers' Reunion  
25 serving and retired alumni from the defence services visited 
BITS Pilani for the 1st BITS Defence Officers' Reunion during 
April 05-07, 2019.  

Group photo of 25 serving and retired alumni from the defense services along with leadership of BITS Pilani.  

I 
t’s always a joyous moment when the 
alumni visit their alma mater, even more 
so when they are the ones who not only 

make us but the entire nation proud and safe 
with their valor. 25 serving and retired alumni 
from the defence services visited BITS Pilani 
for the 1st BITS Defence Officers' Reunion 
during April 05-07, 2019. The two-day event 
saw alumni across batches renewing friend-
ships and reliving their memories on the cam-
pus, alongside conversations, interactions, 
and entertainment. 
  The alumni also had some informative and 
engaging discussions with the students about 
their experiences, joys and challenges of 
defence as a career. The alumni inspired and 
guided the students on overcoming career 
challenges ahead. 
  Welcoming the alumni, Vice Chancellor, 
Prof. Souvik Bhattacharyya said, “We are 

immensely proud of the great accomplish-
ments of our alumni. You have not only 
made this institute but the entire nation 
proud with selfless and dedicated contribu-
tions“. He also shared BITS future direction 
and how alumni can be a part of its journey 
towards excellence.  
   Prof. A. K. Sarkar, Director, BITS Pilani, 
Pilani campus welcomed the alumni and said 
that their experience and talent is valuable for 
the institute growth as well as for the stu-
dents.  
     Speaking at the event, Prof. Arya Kumar, 
Dean Alumni Relations, thanked the officers 
for their selfless contribution to the nation and 
called for inspiring BITSians to join the armed 
forces, and associate themselves in contrib-
uting back to their alma mater in multiple 
ways. He also stressed on the importance of 
continuous engagement with the alumni for a 

meaningful exchange of expertise and contri-
bution, for taking BITS to even greater 
heights. Back on the campus after a long 
gap, the alumni seemed overjoyed with emo-
tions. “It is great to come back to our campus 
and meet my old friends”, said Col. Gautam 
Banerjee.  
  The campus now looks very different 
for Col. P. S. Sangwan, who said, “Life was 
different at that time. The campus seems to 
have grown up”. Rear Admiral Arun Saxena 
stated that BITS is the one institution that has 
contributed a lot to defence services and 
BITSian from defence services would be ea-
ger to contribute back in promoting research 
and other teaching initiatives in their alma 

Alumni inspired and guided 
the students on overcoming 
career challenges ahead.  
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IAF Displays 

Flight Simulator For Students 

T 
he Indian Air Force (IAF) on  April 06, 2019 demonstrated its 
Induction Publicity Exhibition Vehicle (IPEV) at Pilani Campus 
campus on the occasion of 1st BITS Defence Officers' Reun-

ion. As a part of the exhibition, the IAF brought a modified bus to the 
campus with a flight simulator of IAF’s cargo and fighter aircraft. In 
addition to the simulators, scale models of crewless aerial vehicles 
(UAV), Mirage 2000, MiG 29, Rafale and a gravity suit were also on 
display. 
 Representing the IAF was Wing Commander AMS Joseph and his 
staff, who briefed the students about the operations of Indian Air 
Force, including air defense and aggressive operations. They also 
explained the functioning of various fighter planes, transport aircraft, 
and helicopters to a group of curious students.  
Wing Commander Joseph said “It is refreshing to see excitement 

among students. They were genuinely interested in technology cur-
rently in use by the Air Force”. Apart from the demonstration of the 
technologies, one of the key purpose behind the IPEV programme is 
to create awareness.  
 He further added, “We explained the students the three branches of 
the Indian Air Force (flying, technical and ground duties), where they 
can apply on the basis of their inclination. The students were also 
informed about various qualifying examinations, eligibility criteria and 
other details required for entry into the Air Force, including UPSC 
(NDA and CDSE), AFCAT, MET, NCC and SEC”. Aditya, a final year 
student expressed his great delight after watching the vehicle and 
stressed that the display of equipments, simulators and other para-
phernalia has added to his determination to join Indian Air Force at 
the earliest. 

Indian Air Force officer is explaining about flight simulator.   

      EXHIBITION 
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Alumni Get Together In Munich  

An alumni evening get together was organized by Mrs. and 
Mr. Anurag Sethi in Munich on June 07, 2019, wherein eight 
alumni representing all the three Indian campuses participat-
ed. Professor Arya Kumar, Dean, Alumni Relations shared 
thoughts on steps being taken by the institute to strengthen 
alumni connect and engagement. He also highlighted about 
various developments on institute front over years and future 
thrust areas wherein institute is looking forward for greater in-
volvement of Alumni.  This was the first such meeting of BIT-
Sians in Munich, and it was decided to strengthen BITSian 
community in Munich and other places in Germany.  

https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/alumni


 

Q & A    Alumni Success Story 

 Mantra For UPSC Examination 

“Believe In Yourself” 

BITS Pilani once again had a proud moment with 10 UPSC aspirants from the alumni 
community to have achieved success in the civil services examination 2018 conducted 
by Union Public Service Commission (UPSC). The UPSC announced the final results in 
April. Mr Anuraj Jain, a BITS alumnus of 2015 bath has secured 24th Rank.  

  An officer of Indian Forest Services (IFS), Anuraj was overwhelmed with his result be-
cause he could not make it to Indian Administrative Services in his first attempt, and 
made it to the under 30 list in his second attempt. He is fond of reading and jogging. He 
cheerfully said the interview round was fun. Anuraj advised the other UPSC aspirants to 
never lose hope, work meticulously in areas of importance and ‘KEEP THE JOSH 
HIGH’. 

T 
he Echo Team interacted with Anuraj Jain to find out more 
about his success story, the problems he faced and the les-

sons learnt, which could be of help to other BITSians. 

What drives you to pursue civil 
services? 

After completing my engineering from 
BITS Pilani, I started my carrier in the 
corporate world. In just two years, I 
have realized that the corporate world 
is not working for me. I decided to join 
the civil services as it offers an excel-
lent career opportunity for young peo-
ple like me. I started preparing for it 
Independently, and in my second 
attempt, I made it. Coming from the 
typical Jain family, I am the only one 
who is in the civil services.  
  My father introduced me to the idea 
of civil services as a career option 
when I was doing a job. Since then, it 
was a constant thread of discussion 
at my home, and I realized how this 
career provided tremendous oppor-
tunity and position to do good to the 

society at large.  

How was your first attempt? 
 

I first sat for it in 2017, but could not 
qualify. on another hand, I scored 

Rank 21 in Indian Forest Service . 

Why a second attempt?? 
 

Though the Indian Forest Service is 
also a Class A service, I was deter-
mined to write the examination again, 
and check my abilities further. The 
attraction to work in All India Services 
was a reason too. The scale and 
scope that the Indian Administrative 
Service offer is unmatched. So, I de-
cided not to miss the opportunity. I 
took leave to prepare for the exami-
nation. The most important thing is to 
‘Believe in yourself’. Success and 
failure are part of life and one  
should not feel down during times of 

failure.  
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What was your strategy 
for the preliminary exam-
ination (prelims) ? 
 
The preliminary examination 
is a process to sort out candi-
dates. If the basic concepts 
of general studies and prac-
tice of civil service aptitude 
test are up to the mark, then 
there is no reason to  fail in 
the prelims. I joined a test 
series for practice but I fo-

cused more on self studies. 

 

What about the main ex-
amination? 

 
For general studies, newspa-
per-reading is vital because 
lot of questions are based on 
current issues. You have to 
focus on current affairs. 
Good command over prelims 
syllabus helps a lot in the 
mains too. Students are re-
quired to have not only con-
tent, but also a viewpoint that 
can be comprehended and 
understood by a layman. 

Read as much as you can.  

What about answer-
writing practice? 
 
Answer writing in the main 
examination is quite different 
from writing a daily routine or 
personal memories. The as-
pirants are required to an-
swer what is asked in the 
question in a specified time 
limit. Now, UPSC asks ques-
tions that present the view-
point and opinion of the as-
pirant, so it must be devel-
oped and be balanced, not 
biased. Practice helps in-
crease the speed of writing 
answers, and also forms a 
readymade structure in the 

mind of the aspirant. 

What about the last hur-
dle, the personality test? 

 
The interview process is fun. 
It is a process to check the 
overall personality of the 
aspirant such as communica-
tion skills, convincing power 
and analytical ability. A lot of 
questions from current issues 
that would give an insight 
into the aspirant's thinking 
ability and viewpoint are 
asked. I had faced various 
mock interviews and prac-
ticed a lot. So, I was neither 

over-confident nor nervous. I 
just tried to project a bal-
anced view of my own, nei-

ther influenced nor biased. 

What is the most im-
portant thing while pre-
paring for IAS Exams? 
 
The most important thing is 
to ‘Believe in yourself’. Both 
success and failure are part 
of life and one should not 
feel down during the times of 
failure. The second most 
important thing is to give your 
100% in your preparations. 
Try to find and prepare in an 
environment that would help 
you to bring the best of your 

abilities. 

Is coaching necessary 
for IAS Exam prepara-
tion? 

 

Joining a coaching institute is 
not necessary, but it’s not 
bad either. If you are not able 
to afford joining a coaching 
institute, then you can always 
study from materials availa-
ble on internet and in the 
market. But in that situation 
also you need a guide or a 
coach who can guide you 
thorough your journey.  

Q & A  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What are the Dos and Don’ts 
for IAS Mains Exam? 
 

Dos: 

• Focus on revision 

• Focus on quality, not on quantity 

• Read the NCERT Book of the sub-

jects first 

• Analyze your answers 

• Develop your own strategy: It is 
beneficial to go through the prepa-
ration strategy of toppers, but it is 
more beneficial to develop your 
own preparation strategy and im-

plementing that efficiently. 

Don’ts: 

• A first and second attempt is not 

the last opportunity. 

• Don’t seclude yourself from the 

outer world. 

• Make yourself busy in sports.  

Ten of our alumni have cleared UPSC (Union Public Service Commission) 2018 

examination. Expressing happiness, Prof. Arya Kumar, Dean Alumni Relations, 

BITS Pilani congratulated them for their success and said, "These results reflect 

the glory that merits BITSians pride. Achievers have proved that with sheer de-

termination and passion, one can create their own future. I am confident that 

these youth icons will serve society at large for a greater cause and purpose 

selflessly". The announcement of UPSC 2018 results brought great cheer to the  

BITSians family across the globe. 

Ten BITSians Cracked The 

UPSC 2018 Examination  
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Q & A  

Inside BigBasket's Big Plans 

India's 
Freshly 
Minted 
Unicorn 

BITS Pilani alumnus, Mr Hari Menon's (1983 batch) startup BigBasket is massively expanding its foot-
print in India. With the help of recent funding, BigBasket is now the latest entrant to India’s unicorn club. 
In April, the Mirae Asset-Naver Asia Growth Fund (“Mirae-Naver”), CDC Group, and Alibaba Group led 
a $150 million of fundraising for the company.  
In an exclusive interview with Echo Team, Hari Menon reveals how the startup hiked up its valuation by 
building profitable growth and what the future looks like. 

What is the most important thing that your firm is 
working on right now, and how do you plan to 
achieve it? 
We are working on FIVE important things. 
A. We are transitioning to a new model that ensures 
much faster delivery. More importantly, the new model 
gives us increased cost efficiencies that will result in all 
our Tier-1 cities (10 of them out of the 26 that we are in) 
becoming profitable in the third quarter (Oct-Dec) this 
year. Tier-1 cities contribute to 90% of our business. 
Bangalore, our largest city, and two more cities are al-
ready profitable. Rest of our 16 Tier-2 cities will be varia-
ble cost positive (operational profitability) by the end of 
this month (June 2019). These 16 Tier-2 cities, are new, 
growing and is presently about 10% of our business. So, 
this is the year that we turn profitable without compro-
mising on growth. 
B. Getting our three new babies up and running - The 
Beauty Store, BB Daily (our fresh produce subscription 
business led by fresh milk) and BB Instant (our un-
manned vending machines being installed in apartment 
complexes and corporates). These three new business-
es will become significant contributors to our growth 
plans this year. 
C. Deep focus on building our PRIVATE LABEL range. 
Private labels presently contribute 33% of our business. 

This year, we will grow that to 40%. We have products in 
our own labels across a wide range of categories. 
D. Our workforce is 20,000 strong today. About 16,000 
of them are blue collar, which is expected to double this 
year. Here, we plan to create some diversity and  
inclusion in our workforce. We will add about 3,000 wom-
en and people with disabilities to the workforce this year. 
E. Finally, we have a powerful "FARMER CONNECT" 
program. Today, our fruits and veggies are about 18% of 
our business and Rs 600 Cr business right now. 80% of 
this comes directly from farmers. Our farmer base right 
now is about 8,000 and this year, we will nearly double 
the base to about 15,000 farmers. These farmers elimi-
nate middlemen and hence earn more and get paid with-
in two days of supply to us.    
 
How do you plan to use the new funding for the 
growth of the company? 
We plan to use the new funds primarily on growth, which 
means, marketing to acquire new customers, further im-
prove the retention of existing customers, and further 
improve the frequency of transactions. We will also use 
the new funds to add infrastructure in terms of ware-
houses and dark stores, and make significant invest-
ments in technology and analytics. 
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What is the next big milestone for 
the company? 
To become a billion dollar in reve-
nues by March 2020. We ended up 

at Rs. 3,200 Cr in the year 2018-19. This year 
(2019-20), we will get to Rs. 6,300 Cr in revenues.  Real-
ly close to the USD 1B. In March 2020, the exit run rate 
will be a billion dollars (about Rs. 7,200 Cr run rate) and 
that will get us closer to our stated goal (set by us in 2011 
when we started) of becoming amongst the top 3 grocery 
retailers in the country (including physical and online 
players). Today, BigBasket is the largest online  
grocer and the 5th largest grocer (physical and online)  
in India. 
 
As BigBasket is a part of a highly competitive indus-
try, how does the company differentiate its product 
from the competitors? 
Our differentiation comes from our high quality and glob-
ally best metrics that include order fill rate (99.6%), on-
time delivery (99%), and many more. Our differentiation 
comes from our focus on fresh produce. Our differentia-
tion comes from our deep understanding of the grocery 
supply chain. And most importantly, our maniacal focus 
on customers differentiates us. 
 
What are the tips you would like to share to enhance 
the on-campus start-up culture? 
Let me be candid. Frankly, I am not too sure how one can 
build a start-up culture on-campus. What does a start-up 
need? A promoter or a set of promoters who have the 
significant risk-taking ability, passion, ability to find that 
big problem-solving idea, ability to raise significant capi-
tal, build a good team .  

 
How does one build all these capabilities on cam-
pus?  
I am not too sure. Creating a start-up incubation facility is 
one way of doing this. For this, to work effectively, it 
needs capital that the students could use to establish. It 
needs a significant contribution from successful start-ups 
from the alumni network who can mentor and a mecha-
nism for the start-ups who are being incubated, access to 
larger capital and 
next rounds of fund-
ing. Sadly, putting all 
of this together in an 
incubation facility on 
campus is  tough. 

Q & A  I strongly believe, BITS Pilani naturally has the 
ingredients of creating founders and start-ups. 
The system that believes in not having compul-
sory attendance, and allows you to choose your 
courses and schedule for the semester, encour-
age students to take independent decisions, 
make students a lot more responsible, which 
helps build good thinkers. You have a choice to 
misuse it or use it to your advantage. Early think-
ing on such basic stuff helps. And finally, being 
part of organizing large events and organizations 
like OASIS, WAVES, STUDENTS UNION, etc 
also helps. Being part of the clubs also helps. 
That's my two bits on enhancing on-campus start
-up culture. 
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How your startup came into existence  
I used to read a lot about innovative tech that was roll-
ing out at that time and I stumbled upon a new method 
of sterilization in the healthcare industry, but it was par-
ticularly developed for the American markets. In doing 
in-depth research, I found out that it could be improved 
in India also and So, I decided to develop the product. 
started developing the product. Over time, we improved 
upon the idea, integrated automation and finally devel-
oped a product that was capable of sterilizing an opera-
tion theater in under Three minutes. Since the end of 
my third year, there have been continuous work. 
 How did BITS Pilani alumni network help you? 
The BITS Pilani alumni and faculty community is very 
helpful, and I am still working with the faculty members 
who helped me with the company during it's earliest 
stages. When we initially started up, we received a 

funding of 15 Lakh rupees from 
the Biotechnology Industry Re-
search Assistance Council (BIRAC), Govt of India, and 
the Technology Business Incubator (TBI) provided 
space for us to work. 
Why Startup?  
Starting your venture while in college can be a risky 
move, but if you believe in your idea, the risk might be 
worth taking. I chose to go with my idea. The people I 
work with have also played a major role in shaping the 
company as it is now. There is a good talent pool within 
the campus itself and if you have ever to venture out-
side for talent, it would be mainly to hire someone to 
look after the finances. Over recent times the number of 
people taking interest in finance has also improved and 
I guess there is an advantage when you start a venture 
while in college. 

Solving The Problem of Healthcare Industry  
Rajat Bansal (2014 batch, Hyderabad campus) is the founder of Vinaan Labs, an early age startup that seeks 
to provide an effective, automated and cost-effective solution to replace the current methods of sterilization in 
healthcare industry. His startup was declared the winner of the TiEGrad Business Idea tournament 2018-19. 
Team ECHO speaks to him about his startup journey. 

https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/alumni


 

 REMINISCENCE              DUBAI  

In the mid 1970s, I had the option to choose 
between IITs and BITS and opted for the 
later because pure Electronics was offered 
only by BITS, whereas IITs offered Electron-
ic and Telecommunication, and I am happy 
for the choice I made. We landed in Pilani at 
the peak of summer. Thankfully, the white 
dress was prescribed for all the students, 
and it helped to ward-off the intense heat. 
But summers and winters didn’t matter 
much in those days. I loved every moment 
of my stay in Pilani. It was divine to listen to 
melodious Bhakti songs from Saraswati 
temple in the mornings and evenings as we 
were lodged in Vyas Bhawan in the first 
year. Our highly qualified and respected 

professors were always available for any assistance that we needed.  
       Standard of education in BITS has always been very high, with focussed 
stress on learning of fundamentals. BITS offered B.E.(Hons) degree, which ac-
tually meant BE+ as compared to other institutes. Library and book bank were 
good resources for study material. However, at times we did feel shortage of 
reference materials. I clearly remember that there was only one copy of a Biolo-
gy book and it was issued only for two hours for study inside the library and for 
overnight issue at 11:00 PM, to be returned at 8:00 AM next day. Considering 
the facilities available these days, we lived in the primitive age in the 70s.  
You will be surprised that my summer internship project on naval warfare simu-
lation was implemented with the help of an offline IBM 360 computer of Delhi 
University, and the time variable location of ships was represented by plotting it 
on paper.  
We relished the food in all the messes. In particular, we loved finger chips, fruit 
cream, pulao during lunch, hot dogs at late nights during examination days and 
cassata in the administrative block canteen. Pilani reminiscences would be in-
complete without the mention of highly acclaimed Music club. Even today, I ad-
mire the artists of our era. 
BITS Pilani Then and Now 
My first visit to Pilani after passing out was in the year 
2000 to commemorate silver jubilee reunion of our batch. 
My wife and children enjoyed the serene atmosphere and 
hospitality of BITS.  During our recent visit this year we all 
happily noted several changes for the betterment of stu-
dents, staff, and BITS. A new library building with well 
stocked books, well planned underground academic 
building, modernisation of playground, 24x7 canteen, 
close interaction between staff and students, highly  
active placement cell, all-round development of students 
and most importantly, focussed thrust on research will  
go a long way in enhancing the reputation of BITS  
Internationally. 

One Wholesome World  
 Retd. Wing commander-IAF Kamal Kumar Grover (1975 batch) vividly describes his 

BITS journey and quotes wonderful tales straight out of memory's treasure chest.  

Message to Students 

Your BITS degree will be a launching pad for entry 
into professional life. Thereafter, only sound and solid 
professionalism will help you to rise. There is no sub-
stitute for hard work even the best of professionals. 
But, hard work and sound professionalism are not 
enough to get your due rewards. You have to spend 
10% of your office hours in blowing your own trumpet 
to let your peers and superiors know about your 
achievements. But, a word of caution here, if you 
overdo it, then it is bound to backfire. Wherever you 
go, whatever paths you take, make sure that you 
leave your mark. 

Professional Life after 
BITS Pilani  
After passing out from BITS, I 
joined the India Air Force in 
the technical stream and had 
the privilege to work on the 
most modern state-of-the-art 
technologies. The work expe-
rience in the Air Force varied 
from fighter aircraft to helicop-
ters; fully computerised online 
engine testing; induction of 
new technologies and signals 
intelligence. After twenty-two 
and a half years of distin-
guished service, I took prem-
ature retirement from a for-
ward fighter base, where I 
served as a chief engineering 
officer. After retirement from 
the Air Force, my degrees 
from BITS and IISc coupled 
with experience in the Air 
Force helped in the smooth 
sailing of my career in the 
corporate world. In the near 
future, I plan to do some so-
cial service in the field of edu-
cation after relinquishing my 
present occupation of director 
in the self-owned company.   

 Echo                                                                                                       Page-8                                                      https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/alumni 

https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/alumni


 

MENTORSHIP 

For a large part, what I am today, I owe it to BITS 

Pilani. BITS prepared us for the world outside in a 

very holistic manner.  A very fine balance of aca-

demics and real-life practices. Very importantly, 

BITS taught us to be the winners. The values of be-

ing thorough, hard work, creative thinking persever-

ance and being strategic. These are some of the 

traits that perhaps got honed very deeply in us all. 

Some of the very special things about BITS Pilani is that education here 

is very relevant in today’s world. The alumni of BITS Pilani are among 

the fortunate few who have had the opportunity to blossom in a cosmo-

politan ambience amidst a rewarding academic environment. Life at 

BITS Pilani was an invigorating experience that paves the way for the 

wholesome development of personality. Inspiring academic environ-

ment, comfortable life in the hostels, warmth and care of the professors, 

and the competitive atmosphere nurture the students to shine as lead-

ers in their chosen fields. 

There is magic happening every moment in BITS campus. You need to 

see through, read between the lines, focus, attend classes regularly. 

That must be your top priority. You have come to study. Focus on ex-

panding knowledge, your destiny has given you this chance to shine. 

Put your true focused efforts and come out graduate as a successful 

human being with empathy, compassion and passion for your future life.  

BITS : Creating an 

Innovative Society  

 

Dare and Ride 
Engineering is a tool and 
you have the tool from one 
of the best companies. How 
one uses the drill for sculp-
ture making or carpentry, it 
is exploration. Finding your-
self requires pursuing your 
thoughts to action, passion 
and perseverance.  
Through my journey, I realized we know of very little at 
time of graduation, and most people’s career paths get 
limited by what’s easy to achieve. Taking chances, fail-
ing, trying the unknown, listening to your heart and find-
ing the niche is what will make you, BITSians Dare & 
Ride. 

            -ShammiRaj Balla, co-creator at Sensistan 
                                   (Goa Campus Alumni) 

 

Focus on Research  
When I look back now, I feel 
like all the fantastic writers on 
campus didn't have the ambi-
tion to pursue a professional 
opportunity. I see the same dif-
ference in my batchmates that 
had the itch to proactively pur-
sue programming opportunities 
vs. those who were solely con-

cerned with scoring a coding job. The former are acing 
start-ups and research jobs despite not-so-excellent 
CGPAs. If you're one of those people that curiously look 
forward to unconventional opportunities in your post-BITS 
life, then seek out such opportunities right now. They are 
around.  

               -Chintan Zalani, A renowned writer, blog-
ger and content marketer  (Goa Campus Alumni) 

Ajay goyal (1977 batch) write about his life experiences 

and messages to the students. He also shared some old 

memorable pictures.  

Shri G.D Birla  with NCC Cadet Ajay Goyal in BITS Pila-

ni (1973). 2nd:- Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw inspect-

ing the NCC parade in 1974 in BITS Pilani. The Signa-

tures of Smt. Indira Gandhi and Shri Ghanshyam Das 

Birla Ji given to Mr. Ajay Goel   (File Photo). 
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DAA– 19  BITS PILANI Announces  
Distinguished Alumni Awards -19  

BITS Pilani has announced Distinguished Alumni Awards for the year 2019 to 
eleven of its alumni for their outstanding and exemplary contribution towards Aca-
demia and Research, Corporate Leadership, Entrepreneurship, Public Life and 
Philanthropy. The winners of this year’s edition were selected by a committee 
headed by Corporate leaders and BITS Pilani Distinguished Alumni Awardee him-
self, and other experts from the field of Academia and Corporate. The committee 
was pleased to review profiles  of over 100 BITS Alumni,  who have made out-
standing contributions to the society.  Approved by the Chancellor, the awards will 
be presented during the Convocation 2019.   

S. No. Name and Affiliation Category 

1. 
Prof. Bir Bhanu, Bourns Presidential Chair in Engineering; Dis-

tinguished Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering 

at  University of California, Riverside, USA 
Academia and  

Research 

2. 
Prof. Ramanan Laxminarayan, Founder and Director of the 
Center for Disease Dynamics, Economics & Policy (CDDEP), 
Washington DC, USA 

Academia and  

Research 

3. 
Prof. Arun Abraham Ross, Professor, Department of Comput-

er Science and Engineering and Director, i-PRoBe Lab, Michi-

gan State University, USA 
Academia and  

Research 

4. Prof. Umesh Garg, Professor, Experimental Nuclear Physics, 
University of Notre Dame, USA 

Academia and  

Research 

5. 
Prof Arun Kumar Sharma, Deputy Vice-Chancellor and Vice 
President (Research and Innovation), Queensland University 
of Technology, Australia 

Academia and  

Research 

6. Mr. Manu Sawhney, CEO, International Cricket Council (ICC) 
and Independent Director, Manchester United PlC, UK 

Corporate 

Leadership 

7. Mr.  Sanjay Jalona, Chief Executive Officer, L&T Infotech, India Corporate 

Leadership 

8. 
Ms. Akila Krishnakumar, Chairperson, Social Venture Part-

ners, Bangalore and former President, Global Solution Cen-

ters, SunGard 
Corporate 

Leadership 

9. Mr. Amitabh Chaudhry, Managing Director and CEO, Axis 
Bank, India 

Corporate 

Leadership 

10. 
Mr. Veerendra Raj Mehta, Trustee, Sir Dorabji Tata Trustee, 
World Trade Centre and Executive President, Bhagwan Maha-
veer Viklang Sahayata Samiti 

Entrepreneur-

ship 

11. Dr. Bhagwati P. Agarwal, Founder and President, Sustainable 
Innovations Inc, USA 

Entrepreneur-

ship 

 “Our alumni have made it big in every walk of life, a testament to the 
widely accepted belief that BITS Pilani helps create leaders and entre-
preneurs. the diverse set of leaders chosen for the 2019 Distinguished 
Alumni Awards, and the previous awardees have had excellent careers 
and have proven themselves through sustained brilliance. I hope that the 
awardees would be an inspiration for not only BITS community, but for 
the entire world.”  

-Prof. Souvik Bhattacharyya, Vice Chancellor 

https://www.bits-pilani.ac.in/alumni


 

 ALUMNI IN NEWS  

 

Rajendra Kumar Joshi Gets 

Pravasi Bharatiya Samman  
"Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award" was conferred upon RUJ Group's 

founder and chairman Shri Rajendra Kumar Joshi (Pharmacy graduate-

alumnus of 1958 batch) on behalf of Honorable President of India in Swit-

zerland on April 05, 2019. This has been a great recognition for his con-

tributions and achievements in the field of science, education and medi-

cine. He has made pioneer and distinct contributions in the field of aca-

demics, entrepreneurship and society. His invention of Tecfidera (BG 12), 

a medicine against multiple sclerosis (MS), which is a neurological dis-

ease that can appear in young people (30-45 years of age) has made 

everlasting impact in the field of medicines.   

Black Hole Photo 

Project Includes 

BITS Graduate  

Mr. Neil Nagar (M.Sc Mathemat-
ics graduate– alumnus of 1993 
batch) played an important role 
in capturing an image of a black 
hole for the first time. He is 
amongst the collaborators on 
the international “Event Horizon 
Telescope (EHT)” project to pro-
duce the first direct images of a 
black hole. Out of around 200 
collaboration members interna-
tionally, Mr. Neil was amongst 
the first 20 people who first saw 
the photos. An astronomer from 
the Concepcion University in 
Chile, Neil Nagar is an expert 
on radio observations.  

Sterlite Tech  Appointed A. Ra-

jagopal as Head of Data Science 

Global Data Network Solutions Company - Sterlite 
Tech has appointed Ms. Ambica Rajagopal as 
Head of Data Science. She is an alumna of 1996-
2000 batch. She will lead the company’s advanced 
data and analytics function. Ms. Ambica Rajagopal 
is professional global data science leader, with 15 
years of experience in growing advanced analytics 
teams, developing and delivering industry-leading 
analytical products. Prior to joining the company, 
she has served in prominent positions in leading 
companies - Cummins, KPMG, RMS and Fidelity.  

Teledyne Princeton Instruments has appointed Ravi 
Guntupalli as a Vice President and General Manag-
er. Guntupalli did his bachelor’s degree in Electron-
ics and Instrumentation from BITS Pilani in 1998.  
Teledyne Princeton Instruments is part of the Tele-
dyne Technologies, Inc and a world leader in the 
design and manufacture of high-performance CCD, 
ICCD, EMCCD, emICCD, InGaAs, and back-
illuminated sCMOS cameras; high-throughput spec-
trographs; complete spectroscopy systems; and op-
tics-based solutions for the scientific research. 

Teledyne Princeton Instruments 

Appointed Ravi Guntupalli as VP 
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Mr. Vinod Saraf, a 
BITS alumnus (MBA 
1971 batch) has been 
featured as India's 
newest billionaire in 
Forbes Asia Maga-
zine 2019. His com-
pany Vinati Organics 
has grown more than 
double in the past 
year. The firm’s re-
cent market cap val-
ue is $1.4 billion. The firm is the world’s biggest pro-
ducer of 2-acrylamido 2 methylpropane sulfonic ac-
id. Established in 1989, Vinati Organics Limited 
(VOL) is a specialty chemical company, focusing on 
manufacturing specialty chemicals and organic inter-
mediaries. Company exports products to customers 
across the US, Europe and Asia.  Saraf has expand-
ed the product portfolio to include isobutylene, a gas 
that is used to make ATBS. The company’s product 
pipeline includes butylated phenols, which are used 
in perfumes and plastics. Among much else, a na-
tive of Rajasthan state, Saraf grew up in very mod-
est circumstances in its Shekhawati region. Saraf 
was motivated by his grandfather to excel in aca-
demics. 

BITSian Billionaire   Mukesh in Forbes MAG 

Prof. M Balakrishnan, a BITS alumnus 
(1977 batch) has been conferred with 2018 
ACM Eugene L. Lawler Award for humani-
tarian contributions within computer sci-
ence and informatics.  
   He has been named recipient of the Eu-
gene L. Lawler Award for research, devel-
opment, and deployment of cost-effective 
embedded-system and software solutions 
addressing mobility and education chal-
lenges of the visually impaired in the devel-
oping world. 
Balakrishnan, a professor at the Indian In-
stitute of Technology, Delhi, has dedicated 
more than a decade to addressing the chal-
lenges of the visually impaired by develop-

ing low-cost, computing technology-based solutions. Each of his devices 
has been developed by the meticulous integration of hardware, software, 
and firmware. His applications have not only improved the quality of life for 
countless people, but also have made their day-to-day lives dramatically 
safer. These technologies are especially valuable in the developing world, 
where there are fewer resources for the visually impaired. 

Prof. M Balakrishnan  

Conferred L. Lawler Award 

Mr. Mukesh Sharma a 
BITS alumnus (95 
batch) has featured in 
Forbes India's latest 
edition. Mukesh is a 
young and dynamic 
entrepreneur who 
founded QA InfoTech 
with a vision to provide 
unbiased QA Testing 
Solutions. Based in 
Noida, QA Infotech is 

a decade-and-a-half-old company that provides in-
dependent software testing and quality assurance 
services to product companies.  
   The company earns over $20 million in revenue 
annually. QA Infotech, whose sole job is to get a 
quality audit of the software done and ensure that it 
is up to scratch. That addressed a critical need for 
companies buying custom-made software and the 
business took off in the noughties. Its revenues  
are now in excess of ₹210 crore and the  
company has 1,000 full-time employees and 338 
employees on contract. Now that the business has 
scaled up, Sharma’s main priority is keeping his 
team happy. 

Feature Film with its 

Roots in BITS Pilani 

In the pre-cellphone era, 25 
years ago, a bunch of teenagers 
walked into BITS Pilani gates 
and got exposed to culture, art 
and theatre as part of their engi-
neering degree. These folks end-
ed up together again in early 
2000s in Seattle for their dream 
jobs in Microsoft, Amazon and 
other companies.  
  At the same time, they have 
created a Theatre group, Indus 
Creations inspired from their 
PTM (Pilani Tamil Mandram) 
days. 11 plays, 4 short films, and 
15 years later, the team jumped 
into their moonshot – Vel-
laiPookal, a full-fledged Bilingual 
(Tamil + English with English 
subtitles) movie releasing in 20 
theatres in US, 200 theatres in 
India, Singapore, Malaysia  and 
over 30 countries on April 19, 
2019. Vellai Pookal movie is now 
available on Amazon Prime  
Video. 
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Mr. Arun Kumar Sharma 
who did his MSc (Tech) 
Computer Sciences in 
1986 has been recog-
nized with "Queen's Birth-
day Honour" (Australia’s 
highest civilian honour) in 
recognition of his signifi-
cant service to computer 
science and information 
technology field. He has 
been appointed as a 
member (AM) of the Or-
der of Australia. The 
Queen's Birthday Hon-

our’s appointments are made by 16 Commonwealth realms of Queen Eliza-
beth II to various orders and honours to reward and recognize the good 
works done by citizens of those countries. The honour’s list includes people 
who have received the Order of Australia and other special honours. Arun, 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research and Innovation) in his current role at 
Queensland University of Technology has been making many noteworthy 
contributions in a wide range of areas. He has played a leadership role in 
the development of Australian research capability in information and com-
munication technology. He was the co-founder of National ICT Australia 
Limited (NICTA) and served as the inaugural Director of its largest re-
search laboratory. He also served as national chair of the Australia India 
Business Council. 

Arun Sharma Recognized with  

“Queen's Birthday Honour”  

An alumnus of 
Dubai campus, 
Kshitij Goyal has 
been in news for 
developing an 
app that aims 
towards a hassel 
free traveling.  
His startup DutyFreeList allows travelers 
to explore the airport before they travel 
through the app. A traveler can explore 
the app for duty free shopping, browse 
eating options, book airport parking and 
check airport lounge access. In addition to 
the services at the airport, one can also 
book tours and sight-seeing tickets for the 
destination city through the app.   
       As travelers are getting more in-
formed about travel, they are increasingly 
shifting from impulse behavior to a more 
planned approach. The app helps a travel-
er to know more about the destination as 
well as their journey. DutyFreeList has 
listed more than 150 top airports world-
wide in 20+ languages targeting close to 
70% of air travelers.  

BITS Pilani, Dubai 

Campus Alumnus 

Startup is Creating  

Duty Free World  

Dr Kanak Madrecha, Principal Consultant/
Managing Director (Dr Kanak Madrecha & 
Associates FZ LLE) and President (Global 
Development, Supply Chain & Logistics 
Group/SCLG, has been honored by H.H. 
Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Vice President and Prime Minister of UAE 
and Ruler of Dubai for his notable leadership 
contributions to business excellence move-
ment in emirate of Dubai/UAE. He has been 
also awarded by several organizations for his 

leadership contributions to business excellence 
field in UAE/GCC which includes 64 formal 

client appreciations. He is the only Excellence Advisor in UAE who has supported 42 large & reputed 
organizations from public, private and government sector in UAE to win 93 prestigious excellence 
awards in UAE during last 19 years. His large & reputed clients include Dubai Ruler’s Office, DP 
World,  Dubai Refreshments, Al Serkal Group, The Kanoo Group, Nikai Group, Thumbay Group, AD-
NOC Group of Companies, Al Masraf, Dubai Islamic Bank, Emirates Steel, Emirates Nuclear Energy 
Corporation and others from 25 different industry sectors serving 8 countries during last 25 years. He 
led 100+ external excellence awards assessment and also many assessments for 5 internal excellence 
awards. He has been Excellence Consultant for running Annual Health Awards 2018 & 2019. He also 
contributed significantly to various social causes in India and UAE. For example, recently he contribut-
ed an amount of Rs 5,00,000/- to BITS Pilani towards the construction of BITS Alumni Guest House.  

Kanak Madrecha is Honored by PM of UAE 

Dr. Kanak with HH Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al 

Makhtom, Ruler of Dubai.  

Sourav Jandial, an elec-
tronics engineer from BITS 
Pilani, who also founded 
LanguageNoBar and 
Voyzapp  a startup provid-
ing translations, localiza-
tion, and transcription ser-
vices in 100+ languages. 
Sourav has set out to ex-
plore greater opportunities 
in "India’s ever-growing 
audiovisual industry". 
Voyzapp is trying to organ-
ize and democratize the 
voiceover industry with the 
marketplace model of 
ecommerce. The startup 
was launched earlier this 
year, and claims to have 
registered more than 
10,000 voice artistes 
across 30 languages al-
ready.  

Startup for No 

Language bar 
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Mr Rahul Goyal, Alumns 
of batch 1987, BITS 
Pilani, Pilani campus 
has been re-elected to a 
one-year term as board 
chair of Silicon Integra-
tion Initiative. Si2 is a 
leading research and 
development joint ven-
ture that provides stand-
ard interoperability solu-
tions for integrated cir-
cuit design tools in USA. 
The election was held 
during Si2’s board meet-
ing at the recent Design 

Automation Conference. Mr Rahul is Vice President at Intel Corporation. 
He has global responsibility for strategic sourcing, supply chain strategy, 
industry relations, ecosystem development, strategic collaborations, data 
analytics, and capacity management related to product development 
across Intel’s broad product portfolio. This includes software, system and 
semiconductor intellectual property, product development outsourcing ser-
vices, electronic measurement solutions, electronic design automation soft-
ware, prototyping and verification products used in all aspects of product 
design, validation and technology development. Goyal joined Intel in 1989 
and has held various technical and management positions in software engi-
neering and technology development.  

Mr. Rahul Goyal Re-elected as 

Board Chairman of SI2 

BITS Pilani Alumns Abhinav Asthana 
(2010 Batch) co-founded startup 
"Postman" has raised $50 million in fresh 
funding led by CRV, with participation 
from Nexus Venture Partners. 
Postman offers a development environ-
ment which a developer or a firm could 
use to build, publish, document, design, 
monitor, test and debug their APIs. Post-
man provides free apps for Chrome, Mac, 
and Windows that are available for down-
load on its website. It serves more than 7 
Mn users and helps to support API devel-
opment at more than 3 lacs companies 
worldwide. Postman has raised $58 mil-
lion in total including the latest round. The 
company raised $7 million in its Series A 
round led by Nexus Venture Partners in 
October 2016, and $1 million in seed fund-
ing from the same investor in May 2015. 
The modern software development relies 
heavily on APIs as more businesses begin 
to talk with one another. According to re-
search firm Gartner, 65% of global infra-
structure service providers’ revenue will 
be generated through APIs . 

Postman 

Raised $50m in 

Fresh Funding  

BITS Pilani Alumns Mr. Nikhil Baheti 
(2012 Batch) co-founded startup 
"MedCords" has been awarded 
$ 5 0 , 00 0  by  Fa ce bo ok - o wn ed 
WhatsApp and Invest India on Tues-
day. This award is the part of ‘Startup 
India-WhatsApp Grand Challenge’ — 
launched earlier this year to inspire 
entrepreneurs to develop solutions that 
have a socio-economic impact on the 
Indian economy. MedCords is a cloud-
based, machine-learning powered plat-
form that connects and enables various 
stakeholders of the healthcare ecosys-
tem.  
 The startup, founded in 2016, facili-

tates remote and follow-up consultations with doctors and digitises users medical records and makes 
them available on-demand. Medcords is operating in 2,000 villages with online health profiles manag-
ing medical records for 7,00,000 patients.  
  The firm aims to create intellectual property out of medical data and advanced analytics to create effi-
cient healthcare decision systems for doctors, hospitals and the government. It currently has a web-app 
for doctors and Android apps for pharmacies and patients. Last year Info Edge (India) Ltd, has invested 
Rs.2.64 crore ($377,071) in MedCords.  

 $50,000 Awarded by Whatsapp to Nikhil 

Dubai campus Alumns 
Gaurav Chaudhary 
(Masters in Micro-
Electronics- 2014 Batch) 
popularly known as Tech-
nical Guruji for creating a 
milestone of 13 Million sub-
scribers on YouTube. 
Technical Guruji, a channel 
providing the latest updates 
from the world of tech. It 
has become the world's 
most subscribed Hindi-
Tech YouTube channel.  
The channel focuses on 
latest updates and deep-
dived information on the 
consumer tech industry. 
The Daily news updates 
'Tech Talks' shares infor-
mation on ongoing devel-
opments from the Tech. 

Gaurav Creates 

Record on 

youtube  
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BITS Pilani, K K Birla Goa Campus alumnus Mr Nishith Rastogi (MSC 
2012 Batch) co-founded startup "Locus" has secured $20 Mn in a fund-
ing round led by New York-based hedge fund Falcon Edge. The latest 
round takes the total funding of Locus to $26.75 Mn. Locus helps or-
ganisations automate and optimise their logistics.  
 The aim of company is to automate all human decisions involved in 
transporting a package from Point A to Point B. The startup wants to be 
involved in tracking and monitoring 1% of the entire world transport 
movement in 20 years. The platform also helps companies dispatch, 
track and manage their on-field workforce efficiently. Company’s tech-
nology includes features like automated smart dispatches, tracking, 
fleet visualisation views and propriety route deviation. Nishith is also 

featured in “Forbes 30 under 30 Asia” list in 2018.  
 Locus currently serves 40-plus clients globally, saving logistics cost at scale and increasing productivity and profit-
ability for enterprises across multiple segments, owning a peak of over 1 million orders processed in a day. Locus 
has offices in India, the U.S. and Indonesia and dedicated local teams for these regions. Locus also aims at ex-
panding its reach and penetrate deeper in markets of North America and Europe, while dominating the Southeast 
Asian market.  

Locus Raises $22m in 

Series B Funding 

Hitachi Welcomes Dr. 

Pragyansmita Nayak 

A.V. Ramana is New 

Chairman of NMPT 

Hitachi Vantara Federal has 
appointed Dr Pragyansmita 
Nayak as a Chief Data Sci-
entist. Dr Nayak Guntupalli 
did her bachelor’s degree in 
Computer Science from 
BITS Pilani in 1999.  
Hitachi Vantara is a part of 
Hitachi, Ltd. and a world 
leader in data-driven solu-
tions and services for the 

USA federal government. With more than 20 years 
of experience in software and data science research 
and development, Nayak is an expert in data intelli-
gence, machine learning and analytics within the 
government technology industry. Throughout her 
career, she has served as a resource in data, analy-
sis, systems integration and computer science for 
various federal agencies.  
 Prior to joining Hitachi Vantara Federal, Nayak was 
the Principal Research Engineer with Apogee Re-
search LLC, where she led the implementation of 
solutions for the Defense Advanced Research Pro-
jects Agency on the system of systems integration 
technology and experimentation program and the 
vetting commodity IT software and firmware project. 
She is also the founder of the Northern Virginia 
Deep Learning Meetup. 

Mr. A V Ramana who did 
his M.E. Mechanical Engi-
neering in 1990 From BITS 
Pilani has been appointed 
as the Chairman of New 
Mangalore Port Trust by 
Ministry of Shipping, Govt 
of India. Prior to this, he 
was chairman in-charge of 
Cochin Port Trust. He has 

also served as Chief Mechanical and Electrical En-
gineer of Kolkata Port Trust. Having an experience 
of 26 years in Port sector, he was associated with 
Sethusamudram Public Hearing Committee (a 
member of Chennai based technical committee re-
garding infrastructural issues related to Indian Mari-
time University and many other prominent commit-
tees). Mangalore CoPort Trust has many challeng-
es ahead that include not just from the shipping in-
dustry perspective but also from CoPT’s endeav-
ours to match the rival ports. Under his steward-
ship, the port will reach new heights. NMPT is a fast
-growing port in the west coast of India. New Man-
galore Port is a deep-water, all-weather port, which 
is the deepest inner harbour on the west coast. It is 
the only major port of Karnataka and is the seventh 
largest port in India. This port is operated by New 
Mangalore Port Trust. 
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CAMPUS  NEWS 

Ideas Get Wings 

PILANI  CAMPUS 

 

  APOGEE- 19  

The 37th edition of APOGEE– Technical Fest 
was held in the Pilani Campus, during  March 
28-31, 2019. The event was inaugurated by 
Chief Guest A. S. Kiran Kumar, the ex-
Chairman of ISRO and an accomplished sci-
entist. The theme of the APOGEE 2019 was 
‘Reality Roulette’, which was aimed to appre-
ciate all forms and interpretations of techno-
logical design. The three-day event witnessed 
multiple events, workshops, talks, and quiz-
zes. On the other side, BITS campus was lit 
with decorative articles, structures, colorful 
posters, and artful designs. A very pleasant 
surprise ensued in the form of a video mes-
sage from renowned astronaut Sunita Wil-
liams, wishing BITS Pilani and APOGEE the 
best.  
  The former ISRO Chairman talked about the 
recent accomplishments made by the ISRO, 
and how it was the responsibility of the stu-
dents to give back to their nation and help the 
underprivileged. 

  Lt. Gen. S.S. Hasabnis, Deputy Chief of Ar-
my Staff (Planning and Systems), delivered a 
rousing talk about his journey in the army and 
the importance of technical knowledge in the 
army.  Other eminent speakers included Alan 
Emtage erstwhile known as the Code father 
and the creator of ‘Archie’, the world’s first 
search engine. Emtage spoke about the im-
portance of safety and security on the internet 
today and how online entities were powerful 
enough to influence the real world. 
Lastly, the audience cheered to Stephen P. 
Morse, was the Chief Architect of the Intel 
8086, the microprocessor which shaped the 
world of technology into what it is today. 
Literature festival apart from the Think Again 
Conclave, APOGEE 2019 also hosted its an-
nual literature festival, Papyrus Trails. Partici-
pants of this fest had a graceful chance of 
hearing eminent speakers who presented their 
views in lecture series and Q&A sessions.  
APOGEE 2019 also hosted a number of tech-
nically oriented kernel events, like Armaged-
don (a gaming tournament), International Cod-
ing League, Robots at War, Robo Soccer, 
Stock Market Simulation and many more. 
.  

 Vice Chancellor, BITS Pilani, Prof. Souvik Bhattacharyya, and Chief Guest, Padma Shri, A.S. Kiran  

Fun & frolic rules 
@ Technical Fest  

The conclave was christened by 
the only Indian citizen who has 
gone to space - Rakesh Sharma.  
In his talk, Sharma presented a 
slideshow of images of his time at 
the training camp in the erstwhile 
Soviet Union and with every image, 
the former Indian Air Force pilot 
explained each step of this training 
while narrating his personal experi-
ences. He strongly advocated the 
need for space exploration to 
search for alternate resources to 
fuel the global economy. He also 
mentioned that institutes like BITS, 
Pilani have been trailblazers in 
modern higher education. 
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CAMPUS  NEWS      BITS Pilani Joins the First Asian  

Society for Engineering Education  

The Asian Society for Engineering Education (AsiaSEE) was officially 
launched at the University of Hong Kong (HKU) on May 08, 2019, which 
marked the establishment of the first Asian regional network of higher educa-
tional institutions to improve engineering education. More than 40 guests and 
founding members of the society, who all hold important positions as Presi-
dents, Deans, and Professors in Asian universities, were present at the 
Launching Ceremony.   
 The Founding President of AsiaSEE, Dr. Cecilia Chan from the Centre for the 
Enhancement of Teaching and Learning at HKU, and the Vice President of 
AsiaSEE, Prof. Haydn Chen from Taiwan National Chiao Tung University, de-
livered the officiating address and introduced how the idea of developing an 
engineering education network finally came into reality through joint efforts of 
different parties. Over 20 founding members from universities across Asia in-
cluding Hong Kong, Singapore, Korea, China, Thailand, India, Philippines, Tai-
wan, Malaysia, Macau, Vietnam and UAE signed a declaration of commitment 
to join AsiaSEE and to work together for the advancement of engineering edu-
cation. Panel discussions with founding members were also held after the Cer-
emony to detail future agendas of the Society.  
Dr. Kaushar Vaidya, Faculty In-Charge of the Teaching Learning Centre, BITS 
Pilani attended the launch event and signed the declaration of commitment as 
a founding member of the society.   

Team 'Ranch-o' Win Hilti IT  
Innovation Competition  

Team 'Ranch-o' of five students from BITS Pilani, Pilani cam-
pus emerged as the winners of Hilti IT innovation competition 
2019. More than 600 teams had registered for the competi-
tion and the finals were held at Hilti Asia IT services office in 
Kuala Lumpur with eight teams representing India, Germany, 
Bahrain, Pakistan and Malaysia. Team 'Ranch-o', the only 
team representing India, came up with the innovative solution 
to analyze conversations using an AI-based virtual corporate 
assistant 'Kaya' who can come up with summaries, sched-
ules and other insights to take Hilti's customer interaction to 
the next level. 

GnomikX Won The 
Business Plan Compe-
tition @ 2019 E-Summit 

BITSian startup GnomikX won the 
business plan competition at the 
2019 E-Summit organized by the 
IIM Lucknow’s Entrepreneurship 
Cell. The 2-day event was attended 
by over 600 participants and com-
prised of speaker sessions, work-
shops, competitions, and the annu-
al B-Plan competition. 
It uses the genetic information in 
DNA (saliva) to predict the risk of 
getting diabetes, hypertension, and 
obesity well before they actually hit 
a person. These results are then 
used to provide users with a per-
sonalized prevention plan with life-
style changes covering diet, nutri-
tion, and exercises to help prevent 
these diseases. 
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New Research Zone 

Opened @ Library 

A new and state-of-the-art Research Zone in BITS Pilani Library 
was inaugurated to commemorate World Book and Copyright Day 
by Prof. Ashoke Sarkar, Director, BITS Pilani, Pilani Campus. Mr. 
Giridhar Kunkur, Librarian in his welcome address said that the new 
facility will be a gateway to high-quality information relevant to re-
search.  
   The Research Zone will provide access to a huge range of spe-
cialist information resources, including a digital library of over 
39,000 electronic journals and millions of eBooks through library 
portal. He further said that the new space will facilitate the research-
related activities in the campus. Prof. Ashoke Sarkar, in his ad-
dress, applauded the efforts made by the library to provide such 
new and innovative service for the benefit of faculty and scholars. 
The event was attended by a large number of faculties, research 
scholars and staff members. 

CAMPUS  NEWS 

Seven-Day Workshop 
on Academic Writing  

A seven-day workshop on academic 
writing was organized at BITS Pilani, 
Pilani campus by the Department of Hu-
manities and Social Sciences 
(HSS).  The workshop has been inaugu-
rated by lamp lighting by the Vice Chan-
cellor, the Director, the HOD, HSS De-
partment, Prof. Choudhary and the Con-
vener of the Workshop, Prof. Pushp 
Lata.  The workshop which aims at train-
ing the research scholars on how to 
“Write an Academic Paper and get pub-
lished”, was conceptualized and shaped 
by a team consisting of  Prof. Pushp 
Lata, Dr. Kumar Sankar Bhattacharya, 
Dr. Sailaja Nandigama and Prof. Devika 
of the HSS Dept. Forty-six research 
scholars from various disciplines and 
departments have registered in 
this Workshop and 13 experts from var-
ied disciplines, like Civil Engineering, 
Mechanical Engineering, Chemistry, 
Mathematics, Economics and Finance, 
Management and Humanities and Social 
Sciences were on board as resource 
persons. This kind of activity-based Aca-
demic Writing Workshop is a pioneering 
endeavour being undertaken in BITS 
Pilani campus and all stakeholders are 
hopeful that such practices thrive, there-
by boosting and sustaining the research 
potential of the institute.  

The Two-day Workshop (March 25-26, 2019) on Analytical 
Instruments for Chemical and Environmental Engineers 
(WAICEE-2019) was organized by Department of Chemi-
cal Engineering, BITS Pilani, Pilani Campus and Indian 
Institute of Chemical Engineers (IIChE), Pilani Regional 
Center. The inauguration started with a small video 
presentation about the Department of Chemical Engineer-
ing and then the Convener, Prof Smita Raghuvanshi intro-
duced the theme of Workshop. 
  The theme of Workshop is not restricted only by these 
two fields as given by the title of Workshop as research 
has been diversified where interdisciplinarity is more evi-
dent than ever. WAICEE-2019 has 50 participants in total. 
Prof Bhattacharyya, Vice Chancellor, BITS Pilani, suggest-
ed to include more hands-on in the Workshop. That would 
develop skill sets in participants. 

Workshop on Analytical Instruments for Chemical and Environmental Engineers  
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CAMPUS  NEWS        K K Birla Goa Campus 

The 3rd Annual Conference for the As-
sociation for Reading and Writing in 
Asia (ARWA) was successfully hosted 
by the Cognitive Neuroscience Lab of 
the Department of Biological Sciences, 
BITS Pilani K K Birla Goa Campus on 
February 28 and March 1, 2019. The 
theme of the conference was 
“Dyslexia”. Local organizing chair, Prof. 
Veeky Baths welcomed the gathering, 
while Prof. Malatesha Joshi from the 
Texas A&M University gave the wel-
come note from ARWA. Prof. G. 
Raghurama, Director, BITS Pilani K K 
Birla Goa Campus addressed the gath-
ering with encouraging thoughts. Final-
ly, the inaugural address was delivered 
by Prof. Catherine McBride, President 
of ARWA. The two-day event brought 
together 120 scientists and academic 
scholars from all around the world to 
discuss and present their research find-
ings in the field of literacy, linguistics, 
reading and writing disabilities.  
Presentations were focused on the im-
pact of multilingual environments on 
literacy and learning. Poster sessions 
were also organized with 23 posters 
being presented from various scientists.  

The sports fest of K K Birla Goa Campus -Spree 2019 was orga-
nized during March 29-31, 2019. The ambience of the place was 
fortified by its theme -“Vigor, Valor, Victory”. The assortment of 
sports activities was truly splendid. The mélange of events orga-
nized to supplement the competence of participants every year 
makes it the biggest inter-collegiate sports festival of In-
dia. Among other sports, basketball, badminton, table tennis, 
chess and football formed the foreground of the fest. The third 
edition of the Diageo, Road to Safety-Spree Marathon, an initia-
tive between Diageo and Spree -BITS Pilani K K Birla Goa Cam-
pus was conducted. It aims to promote road safety across Goa 
and was a major feature of the pre-Spree events, which stirred 
up the spirit and excitement for the fest. Professional athletes, 
runners, and fitness enthusiasts were invited to join this run and 
spread awareness about the dangers of drinking and driving in 
the public. Teams competed to be the best while playing with ut-
most sportsmanship and zeal. Also, the fest included light-
hearted informal events like the ultimate FIFA-19 championship.  

Road Safety Run Gets Good Re-

sponse in Sports Fest  

Conference To Focus 

on Strengths of 

Those With Dyslexia 

Nirmaan and Spree, the annual sports festival of the Goa campus, 
organised Udaan 2019, a sports competition for the differently abled 
children from a multitude of schools across Goa. The day-long 
event was organized in association with Special Olympics Associa-
tion Bharat, Goa and Goa Paralympics Association. Events like 
football, softball, athletics and judo drew more than 150 students to 
the Goa campus. Under the guidance of coaches and teachers, the 
students overcame all barriers and performed the best of their abili-
ties. They crushed the deep-rooted beliefs by showing they can 
achieve what the 'able' can. 

150 Participated in Updaan  

Suraj Gupta and Taaha Nizam, two students from the Goa 
campus, secured the first place for their design prototype 
named SmartSole in ‘Open Innovation in Community Based 
Rehabilitation (CBR) for People with Disabilities (PWD)’ and 
Interdisciplinary Design Thinking Hackathon' organized by 
Cognitive Neuroscience Lab, Department of Biological Sci-
ences BITS Goa in association with Leeds Business School 
of University of Leeds on 15-17th March. The 'Smart Sole' is 
an ingenious assistive device that aims to help people with 
neuropathic feet. Such people suffer from foot de-
sensitization, which leads to their nerves getting embedded. 
This condition eventually causes ulcers among other symptoms.  Our device aims to affect the root of the problem by 
taking the sensory input and transferring it to a band located on the wrist or elsewhere. Apart from being simple 
(Smart Sole itself requires no charging), cost-effective and durable, it also serves as a base for other customizations 
that can be embedded in it.  

Students Bag First Place in CBR 
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BITS Pilani, K K Birla Goa Campus, hosted the 4th Asia Pacific- International 
Society of Microbial Electrochemistry and Technology Meeting. Panels dis-
cussions, presentations and interactive dialogue regarding the latest advanc-
es in the field of bio-electrochemical and electrochemical approaches for de-
centralized sanitation were held in this meeting. The meeting was attended by 
55 participants representing 22 different institutions from about 13 countries. 
The keynote address was titled “Which microbial show major potential for the 
need of the next decade?” and was delivered by Willy Verstraete, Head of the 
Laboratory of Microbial Ecology and Technology. Sarah Glaven, Professor 
Korneel Rabaey, Professor Makarand Gangrekar and Professor Svenkata 
Mohan also spoke on different fields of microbial technology in the subse-
quent days. 

4th Asia-Pacific Meet organized  

Revolving around its theme “Flip the 
Script”, TedX BITS Goa was a gal-
lant success. It brought the spirit of 
TED’s mission of ideas worth 
spreading to local communities 
around the globe. People from all 
walks of life were invited, be it sci-
ence, entertainment, business or 
global issues.   
  Kirti Kulhari, an Indian actress and 
model, Jagdish Chaturvedi, an Indi-
an stand-up comedian, Franz Gas-
tler, founder of Yuwa, P. K. Hormis 
Tharakan, an Indian Police Service 
officer of the Kerala cadre and 
Prateep Basu, Co-Founder & Global 
Head- Strategy & Partnerships at 
SatSure were some among the 
many eminent personalities who 
were invited to inspire and stimulate 
young minds and embryonic spirits. 
Their speeches were not only exhila-
rating and beyond conventional, but 
also extremely informative.  

TedX   

They Talked  

Goa Imbibed 

Sensum Fintech is a startup 
founded by Mohit Bhandari, Jash 
Patwa and Aditya Dwivedi. A per-
son who doesn’t know to code, 
but does know how the market 
works, with the help of Sensum’s 
revolutionary tool: Algosim, can 
build automated trading strate-
gies.  
  Their main objective is to de-
mocratize algorithmic trading in 
India and another inefficient fi-
nancial market of the world. India 
has a retail investor population of 

about 25 million and is in-
creasing year on year. As 
conducting research and 
making strategies for them 
is difficult and time-
consuming, they are work-
ing on the new update 
called AlgoKart where a 
person can invest in strate-
gies which have already 
been made by Quant pro-
fessionals.  
 The main objective of this 
startup is to make invest-
ment more personalized, 
affordable and scalable to 
the retail investors. This 
update is still under process 
and can take a couple of 
months to be available to 
the users. 

Startup From Goa Campus  

Making Investment 

Personalized  
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Two teams representing BITS Pilani, K K Birla Goa Campus bagged the 
first position in different categories in the grand finale of Smart India 
Hackathon, 2019 (SIH, 2019) organized by MHRD, Government of India. 
SIH, one of the world's biggest Hackathon, was held at 48 centres across 
India during March 02-03, 2019. Team ZENITH, comprising of Ahan M R, 
Vedashree Kulkarni, Gaurav Sangle, Aryan Agarwal and Sanket Badgujar, 
won a cash prize of Rs. 50,000/- in their problem statement under the Min-
istry of Railways at Nagpur. Team APPTHLETES won a cash prize of Rs. 
1,00,000/- in their problem statement under ISRO at Ahmedabad. The 
team comprised of Gargi Balasubramaniam, Adithya R., Abhiraj Hinge, 
Mayank Manuja, Pranav Agarwal and Samarth Jain. 
 Smart India Hackathon 2019 is a nationwide initiative to provide students  
a platform to solve some of pressing problems we face in our daily lives, 
and thus inculcate a culture of product innovation and a mindset of prob-
lem-solving. Out of about 2 Lakh students across India, 300 Teams con-
sisting of approx. 1500 students were declared Winner of SIH 2019 under 
their respective problem statements. 

Goa Campus Win Finale of 

Smart India Hackathon 

Abhiraj Selected for 

Economic Times 

Campus Stars  

Mr. Abhiraj Hinge, a third-year Com-
puter Science student was selected as 
one of the Economic Times Campus 
Stars - Class of 2018-19.  This year, 
91 students were selected from a pool 
of 35,000+ applicants from over 
2,000+ engineering colleges in India. 
The selection was conducted over 4 
rounds, the first two of which were psy-
chometric and domain-knowledge 
tests. Third round involved a group 
activity. The last round was an inter-
view conducted by a panel member 
from a panel of CXOs.  Abhiraj was 
interviewed by the CEO of Haptik 
Chatbots, a company that was subse-
quently acquired for $100 million by 
Reliance. ET Campus Stars is an initi-
ative for recognizing and rewarding 
India’s brightest engineering students.  
Currently, into its second edition, this 
initiative is meant to encourage and 
nurture young engineers who will be 
driving the growth of this country as 
they join the corporate bandwagon. 

 

Workshop on Recent Trends in Chemistry  
Department of the chemistry of BITS Pilani, K K Birla Goa Campus celebrated Department day by organising 

"Recent Trends in Chemistry: students meet 2019". Around 60 participants including faculty members and MSC 

Students of Goa University and its affiliated colleges participated in the workshop. The chief guest at the work-

shop was dean of faculty of Natural Science, Goa University, G M Naik; Guest of honour was resource person 

form Deccan fine chemicals, Kamesh Pai Fondekar. Director of BITS Pilani, Goa campus, G Raghurama and 

dean, sponsored research and consultancy division Sunil Bhand presented the views during the function. Head 

of Department of Chemistry, Anjan Chattopadhyay presented a detailed overview of the department activities for 

the knowledge of participants. The programme also included invited talks and oral and poster presentation com-

petitions. the programme concluded with the prize distribution. 
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HYDERABAD  CAMPUS 
A panel discussion was organized by BITS Emryo and BITS 
internal complaints committee in the topic of "The Politics of 
Gender"  on April 8, 2019. The panel consisted of Hadia Ahsan 
(student at University of Hyderabad, and writer and poet), Alick 
Bailey (founder of Hyderabad Poetry Showcase), Sudeep 
Hegrese (a freelance content creator who’s a part of the Mens’ 
Rights Association), and Praveen Babu Madharam (a counse-
lor at Save India ly, Hyderabad). The panel also had two BITS 
Hyderabad students, Palak Oswal and Aditya Mishra. All the 
panellists collectively voiced an opinion strongly to support 
women’s participation in decision making in politics, admin-
istration and public policy. Alick Baile said, “ Women have 
made positive changes in the grass root level and it is very evi-
dent in the statistics compared to the last two decades. 
Though this a long way to go in empowering women, we are 
sure this positive trend will continue". Hadia Ahsan said, "The 
Election Commission of India should direct the political parties 
to put out a gender report card which shows the proportion of 
women to men representation within the party". 

The Politics of Gender 

Colloquium Talk  
BITS  Colloquium Talk was organised on April 4, 2019. Dr. L. S. 
Shashidhara, Eminent Scientist and Professor at IISER, Pune 
addressed the session and enlightened the students. He ex-
plained about the future aspect of "Science, Technology Engi-
neering and Medicine in India. Former Dean of IIM-Bangalore 
Trilochan Sastry talked about the role of politics and govern-
ment in the Indian system. the talk saw huge participation 

Prof. Suman Kapur, selected as the expert com-

mittee member of the Central Pollution Control 

Board to hold a faecal coliform survey of Musi 

river appointed by the National Green Tribunal, 

New Delhi. The National Green Tribunal (NGT) 

has directed the Central Pollution Control Board 

(CPCB) and the Telangana State Pollution Con-

trol Board (TSPCB) to conduct a ‘hygiene survey’ 

of the Musi river. The hygiene survey will be 

based on the faecal coliform count in the river. 

Faecal coliform is a group of bacteria present in 

human wastes and their presence in a river is 

indicative of its contamination with untreated 

sewage.  The report is to be submitted to the 

NGT by July 31 this year. Tribunal observed that 

the water quality assessment report of the Musi 

filed by the TSPCB, during 2014-18 indicated 

that the river stretch in Hyderabad was not fit 

even for irrigation (Class ‘E’ as per water quality 

criteria of CPCB). 

Musi Water Survey by 

Prof. Suman Kapur

BITSAA Hyderabad Chapter Awarded  

1L for Student Summer Internship  

BITS Pilani Hyderabad campus has taken an initiative to strengthen the 
relationship with BITSAA Hyderabad Chapter. To ascertain the same, reg-
ular meetings and discussions are being held with the core members of 
BITSAA for better connect and engage. Research Enrichment Abroad 
Program has also been started under this initiative. Through this program, 
undergraduate students will be benefited.  
This year, Rs. 1 Lakh was awarded from BITSAA Hyderabad Chapter to 
support one student for travel and accommodation for a summer intern-
ship abroad. Ms Sonakshi Gupta (2017A5PS1173H) is the recipient of 
this award for her internship at Neurosciences Institute of Trinity College, 
Dublin, Ireland under Professor Clare Kelly to work on the project entitled 
"Neural imaging to measure brain signals and connectivity in rodent mod-
els of neuropathy and cancer". 
On the other hand, CIIE – Technology Innovation Center Project has been 
also started this year. Through this unstructured course, students will be 
mentored by an industry (alumni) expert and co-evaluated along with a 
faculty from the campus. Also, they will explore the possibility of collecting 
projects from alumni where students will be paid stipend.  
The third initiative is the BITSAA Hyderabad Domain. This domain will be 
handled by a team of students.  A single platform to approach and access 
all information about funding requirements, projects and mentorship pro-
grams. 

 

Seminar on Blockchain Technolo-
gy conducted by Bala Prasad P, 
Secretary - IEEE Hyderabad was 
held on April 05, 2019. Addressing 
the students he said, “The finan-
cial services sector is most likely 
to be affected by this new technol-
ogy. Hence, I have been exploring 
ways through which Blockchain 
can change the approach of re-
gional banks to trade, settlement, 
and asset and investment man-
agement. Recognizing that this 
new technology could lead to 
greater efficiency, security, reliabil-
ity and speed”.   
 He further stressed that the im-
portance of localizing and devel-
oping the ever-growing Blockchain 
technology industry could lead to 
monumental growth in the econo-
my.  

Blockchain will 

Change IT Industry  
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Lead Taken by 
Alumni  
Dubai Campus Director, Prof. R. 
N. Saha has taken the initiative 
to get the alumni together for 
funding some research activities 
on campus. The BITS Innovation 
Competition was announced with 
the support from Mr. M.P. Shar-
ma (TechnoMart), Mr. Kesar Ko-
thari (Elfit Arabia), Mr. Ashok 
Galgotia (Triveni Builders), Ms. 
Sandhya Prakash (Beacon Con-
sultancy).  Dubai Campus sent 
out a call to the students inviting 
proposals based on their innova-
tive ideas in engineering or busi-
ness. The competition is being 
initiated from April 15, 2019 on-
wards and two rounds of elimina-
tion have now resulted in 30 
teams of students competing for 
the final rounds. Teams are ex-
pected to present their proto-
types in October.  

DUBAI  CAMPUS  

Computer Science Department 
and Alumni relations Division 
hosted an interactive session 
with Mr Zaidali Khoja  Zaid on 
March 12, 2019. In an interactive 
session with students, he 
stressed on continuous learning 
and training. 
He said, " As an IT professional, 
you have to have a strong 
grounding in technology and al-
ways update your technical 
knowledge to be current and 
leading edge in your technical 
thinking. At the same time, you 
have to be a business profes-
sional because, at the end of the 
day, the reason you bring tech-
nology into a company is so the 
company can be better advan-
taged at what it is trying to do in 
the world. On top of everything, 
at your core, be a great technol-
ogist”. the event saw the highest 
number of participation from stu-
dents. 

Learn How to 

Solve problems 
Student Team wins in Gulf 

Programming Competition 

BITS Pilani, Dubai campus students won the Gulf Programming Competi-
tion on April 1,  2019, at Sultan Qaboos University in Muscat, Oman. 
Shaleen Bengani, Mohammed Shoaib and Shruti Arippara Vinodh secured 
the first place. It was a highly competitive contest, which had a total of 55 
teams representing 29 universities from various countries in the Gulf in-
cluding UAE, Qatar, Oman, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.  
Gulf Programming Competition is an extension of the National Program-
ming Contest (NPC). IT has become a regional event, hosted every year 
by one or more universities within the Arabian Gulf states. 
The contest provides college students, majoring in any computing-related 
field, an opportunity to demonstrate their programming and problem-
solving skills. Its a platform to meet fellow students from other Universities 
and Colleges within the region.  
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Research @ Dubai campus 

BITS Pilani Dubai campus has initi-
ated several funding projects with 
the help of the UAE government. 
Dubai campus has recently re-
ceived funding for 4 projects. BITS 
Pilani Dubai is the only university in 
the UAE to have received this fund-
ing for multiple projects in each of 
the rounds. These projects are :-  
Glass Microsphere Filled Poly-
mer Composite 
The project fulfils the needs of three 
main industries: Oil & Gas, Con-
struction, and Aviation & Aero-
space. The first two industries are 
the two main pillars of economic 
growth in UAE.   
Harnessing and Management of 
energy through innovative mobil-
ity services  
This research proposes a unique 
energy saving methodology for mo-

bile phones while encouraging UAE 
citizens and residents to pursue an 
active lifestyle. This particular strat-
egy gives power to the people to 
charge their devices on the go, 
without necessitating them to be in 
close proximity of charging points.  
ZEER Pot in Green Revolution 
This project aims at creating an al-
ternative to conventional refrigera-
tion and an innovative storage tech-
nique for those people for whom 
refrigeration is unaffordable . 
This will reduce the amount of fresh 
farm produce that gets wasted due 
to inefficient storage facilities. On 
the other hand, we also aim at solv-
ing several disadvantages associat-
ed with conventional refrigeration. 
One of the major negative aspects 
of refrigeration is the energy con-
sumption.  
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DIRO'S  TEA  PARTY B 
ITS Pilani, Pilani Campus 
hosted Director’s tea party 
on Friday, April 26 for the 
graduating class of 2019. 

The program commenced with the 
address by Professor Souvik 
Bhattacharyya, Vice Chancellor - 
"Victory without virtue is not worth 
chasing. Reputation for good charac-
ter and judgement will be the single 
most important factor that determines 
whether you progress to positions of 
greater responsibility. While you all 
strive to do well, you must also do 
some good. This purpose will thrill 
you throughout your life.” 
Prof A.K. Sarkar, Director, BITS Pla-
ni, Pilani Campus advised students to 
experiment and be learners through-
out life. He urged the  
Prof Arya Kumar, Dean, Alumni Rela-
tions, encouraged students to reach 
for their goals after graduation. He 
said. "You all are going to be a part of 
big BITSian alumni family. Every day 
we come across some great achieve-
ment of alumni, and I am sure you all 
are going to write the BITS Pilani 
alumni legacy”.  

“Victory Without Virtue 

Not Worth chasing”  
Vice Chancellor exhorted students to  

develop excellence in life  

Diro's Tea Party for the graduating 
batch of 2015 was held on May 02, 
2019 at the Dubai Campus.  The 
event saw the graduating batch 
with mixed emotions. The evening 
started with the Director, BITS Pila-
ni, Dubai Campus, Prof. R. N. Sa-
ha speech. He advised and wished 
the students for their successful 
future. Students also shared their 
learning experiences, aspiration 
and plans. They thanked their 
peers for the support they received 
during exams, events and other-
wise through the journey at BITS. 
The evening ended with a lovely 
dinner and ample memories.  

Evening of Bonding 

and Promises 

Goa Campus   

Vice Chancellor, BITS Pilani, Professor Souvik Bhattacharyya is addressing the students             

Emotions, Excitement 
and Euphoria  

Director’s Tea Party at K K Birla 
Goa Campus was held on April 
20, 2019. It was an event filled 
with emotions, excitement, and 
euphoria as the outgoing batch 
students gather together for one 
last time. The gathering was ad-
dressed by Dr. Veeky Baths, As-
sociate Dean, Alumni Relations 
after which the students of the 
outgoing batch shared their feel-
ings and experience about their 
journey at BITS Pilani K K Birla 
Goa Campus. The Director, 
BITS Pilani K K Birla Goa Cam-
pus, Professor G. Raghurama 
addressed the outgoing batch 
students and gave mantra of 
success in life. He distributed the 
certificates of appreciation to the 
previous coordinating committee 
of Alumni Relations. The event 
followed by Dinner and  photo 
session. 

Dubai Campus   
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Hyderabad Campus   

The director’s dinner was held on 
the April 26, 2019. Associate 
Dean, Alumni Relations, Prof. M. 
Viswanathan highlighted the im-
portance of registering everyone 
on BITS AlmaConnect. The 
opening speech was followed by 
speeches by final year students 
who spoke about their life in  
campus and how that trans-
formed them into completely dif-
ferent humans. 
In closing address, Prof. G. 
Sundar, Director, Hyderabad 
Campus said to the graduates: “I 
take pride in your excellence and 
your diversity, and I am excited 
about the contributions you will 
make in the years ahead. We ap-
plaud your achievements. We 
send our best wishes as you 
begin the adventures that lie 
ahead.” He also sang a Kishore 
Kumar song. 

Students Shared Mem-

ories and dreams 
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Congratulations, Class of 2019. We wish you the best 

of luck in your career and welcome you to the world's 

largest alumni network. Every end has a new begin-

ning. This is might be the last moment  for your college 

days, but Trust me your learning will actually start from 

today. Every little encounters and experiences gained 

in BITS Pilani has been enriching and will remain within 

Your memories for life long. Congratulations once 

again and wish you good luck with the future ahead.  

Retd. Col, PS Sangwan, 1974 Batch  

You did it! After years of hard work and dedication, 

you've earned your degree. On behalf of the BITS Pilani 

alumni network, we applaud you for reaching this im-

portant milestone. As you now prepare to embark on the 

next phase of your life, know that you are not alone out 

there. You are now one of more than 50,000 BITSian 

worldwide. We're so thankful that you worked so hard 

and that you've made it this far. We're here to help you 

with whatever comes next. 

                       Jayant Somani, 1992 Batch  

Welcome to life as a BITS Pilani Alumni. Congratula-

tions on completing your BITS journey. You’re joining 

over 50,000 alumni network who have come before 

you. You’re not setting out alone, you have a dedicat-

ed, ready and willing community here to help you. And 

we want to share our knowledge; so many of us got to 

where we are today because of a connection that an 

alumnus forged for us. We’re all over the nation, and 

the world. All the best for your Future.  

Rakesh Kumar , 1992 Batch 

I’d like to congratulate each and every one of you on 

your great accomplishment! BITS Pilani Alumni is so 

very proud of all that you’ve done during your time at 

BITS. We wish you the best as you begin this next 

phase in your life. I know that you’ll be well prepared to 

lead in your perspective fields and continue to pioneer 

solutions to the grand challenges facing today’s society. 

Best of luck for your future endeavors.   

Neelesh Kumar, 2002 Batch  
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Special Thanks To  

Prof. Souvik Bhattacharyya 

                                  Vice Chancellor 

Prof. A.K. Sarkar 

                            Director, Pilani Campus 

Prof. Raghurama G 

              Director, K K Birla Goa Campus 

Prof. G. Sundar 

                          Director, Hyderabad Campus 

Prof. R.N. Saha 

                           Director, Dubai Campus 

Prof. Arya Kumar 

                            Dean, Alumni Relations 

Prof. Rajeev Sakhuja 

               Associate Dean, Pilani Campus 

Prof. Veeky Baths 

  Associate Dean, K K Birla Goa Campus 

Prof. M. Viswanathan 

       Associate Dean, Hyderabad Campus 

Prof. Trupti Gokhale 

                 Associate Dean, Dubai Campus 

 
WRITE US @  

deanalumnirelations@pilani.bits-pilani.ac.in 

Alumni Relations Division  
Birla Institute of Technology and Science 

Vidya Vihar, Pilani, Rajasthan  
333031 

MESSAGE 

FROM SARC 

After a long summer, we are about to enter a 
new academic session with revitalized ener-
gies and newer aspirations to explore differ-
ent paths of knowledge and work. Here in 
BITS Pilani, we always grow and make our-
selves ready to face the competitive world 
through the guidance of our teachers and our 
beloved alumni. We hosted several batches 
of alumni this year who continually inspire us 
with their achievements. More BITSian suc-
cess stories pour in from different walks of 
life that remind us ‘No feat is impossible to 
achieve, if we are dedicated enough’. As 
BITSians’ day draws closer, BITSians 
around the world will unite as one family and 
proudly celebrate the love for our alma ma-
ter. With this BITSians’ day, we at the Alumni 
Relations Cell pledge to work hard and 
strengthen the bond of our alumni with the 
institute in the months ahead. 
We hope this bond will take BITS Pilani to 
newer heights. 

Aaditya Sharma • Parth Gupta •  Rohit 

Rajhans • Shalu Sinha • Ishita Bhatnagar • 

Vishal Singh • Ansh Gupta •                

Tanmay Moghe• Vidhu Arnav Singh 

TEAM SARC 

EDITORIAL TEAM 

Prof. Arya Kumar 

Saurabh Suman 

Prof. Rajeev Sakhuja 

Rohit Rajhans 


